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Notice of Public Meeting 

BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 
 

Agenda for Tuesday, October 18, 2016 – 5:00 p.m. 
City Council Chambers, City Hall 

10 West State Street, Marshalltown IA 
 
Committee Members: 

Kelli Thurston  David Schulze 
Kevin Hitchins, Chair  Bob Wenner 
G Ward Miller   

 
 
Call to Order: 

Roll Call: 
  

1. Approve Agenda 
2. Review and approval of the Minutes from 09/27/2016 

 
Old Business: 

None 
 
New Business:  
 

3. PUBLIC HEARING: 
Variance request for Dennis Drager (Animal Clinic – The Vet), 507 W. High 
Street. 

 
Date Agenda Posted: 10/14/16 



 

 
 
     Housing & Community Development 

 
James L. Lowrance, Mayor   

Randy A Wetmore, City Administrator 
36 North Center Street 

Marshalltown, IA  50158-4911 
Tel - (641) 754-5756 
Fax - (641) 754-5742 

 
 
TO:  Board of Adjustment 
  
FROM:  Michelle Spohnheimer, Housing & Community Development Director  
   
DATE:  October 18, 2016 Meeting 
 
Variance request for Dennis Drager (Animal Clinic – The Vet), 507 W. High Street. 
 
Dennis Drager is requesting a Variance to the sign regulations set out in the NC Neighborhood 
Commercial District for freestanding signs. The NC district allows a freestanding monument 
sign that measures a maximum of 10’ in height. He is requesting approval to have a sign that 
measures 12’ in height. 
 
Chapter 30 Signs: 
42. Sign Height: The vertical distance from the uppermost point on a sign to the surrounding 
grade level immediately below and upon which the sign is located. 
 

 

 
 
Chapter 34 Board of Adjustment: 
Section 3.3. Variations: To grant a variation in the following instances:  
a) In the yard requirements of any district where there are unusual or practical difficulties or 
unnecessary hardships in the carrying out of these provisions due to an irregular shape of the 
lot, topographical or other conditions provided such variations will not seriously affect any 
adjoining property or the general welfare.  
b) In the determination that a strict application of the terms of this Ordinance relating to the 
construction, or alterations of building or other structures, or use of land will impose upon the 
property owner unusual and practical difficulties or particular hardship.  
c) The following are variance review guidelines:  

i. A variance is not the appropriate remedy for a general condition.  
ii. Self-inflicted hardships are not grounds for a variance.  
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iii. Personal hardships are not grounds for a variance. The hardship must relate to the 

physical character of the property.  
iv. Economic conditions are not grounds for a variance (solely).  
v. Hardships must be severe. A variation from the strict application of the terms of this 
Ordinance shall be in harmony with its general purpose and intent, and the Board shall 
be satisfied that a granting of such variation will not merely serve as a convenience to the 
applicant, but will alleviate some demonstrable and unusual hardship. vi. If granted, 
variance must not adversely affect the neighborhood.  
vii. All applicants must be treated fairly. viii. Substantial justice will be done with the 
grant of the variance.  

d) In granting any variance, the Board may prescribe appropriate conditions and safeguards in 
conformity with this ordinance. Violation of such conditions and safeguards, when made a part 
of the terms under which the variance is granted, shall be deemed a violation of this ordinance. 
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